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Cast of Characters 
 

MISTY RAINS: A cloud, ageless. MISTY is a hippy with a seriously spiritual bent; 
easy going, loves to go with the flow; spends her days just floating 
around and sometimes likes to have deep philosophical conversations 
with her molecules.  She has always been here and always will be. 

 
DOTTY:   Nine year old girl in 4th grade; bright, curious but fearful (at first! She 

learns to be brave when she sees that she needs to help out); loves 
animals; a good friend; loves science, telling stories, the beach and her 
pool. 

 
ZIPPY:   Dotty’s inflatable ring that she wears in the pool.  When she lands in 

“Calafia-land” Zippy comes alive and has a lot to say. He is funny 
and always there with a joke. Dorky and not at all cool, but a good 
friend and loves Dotty. 

 
FRAY CRESPI: Spanish bull; the historical Franciscan who traveled with Fray 

Junipero Sera; tense, assertive, and a little impatient; he is a master 
engineer;  

 
ZANJANERA LUPITA: A Native American Tongva Eagle Owl who works on the 

missions and ranchos, and has tended to the Zanja Madre. She 
cries…a lot. 

 
ABE:  Armadillo; early 20’s; average sized fellow; the brains of the 

operation; always coming up with schemes to get rich quick. He had 
the idea to come to California with his two buddies JOE and ED and 
pan for gold. He’s a go-getter and a natural born leader. 

 
ED:   Skunk; early 20’s; skinny bean pole; tall with squeaky voice; eager to 

please but not the sharpest tack. He has a few ideas of his own and 
he’s willing to fight to make sure they’re heard. 

 
JOE:  Weasel; early 20’s; short, stout man with a shock of hair on top of his 

head and a big beard on his face. He’s the muscle; loyal, good at 
following orders, but has a few ideas of his own; very…terse.  

 
HOMIE:  A Pacific Tree Frog, who lives in the Dominguez Slough, or what 

environmentalists call The Dominguez Watershed.  He’s a cholo, but 
doesn’t like being regarded as a gang member.  He serves his 
community. 

 
CALLI:  A California Quail, the State Bird of California. Very eager to tell you 

all about it!  Passionate and talkative. 
 
DULCE: Ageless. Dulce is a water spirit or mermaid. She is a native spirit that 

guards and cares for all of our water resources with the help of her 
sisters; ethereal and gentle; long flowing hair and a large magical 
watery cape that spins the characters back home from Calafia; she 
knows all and sees all. 

 
Scene/Time:  California then and now. 
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SETTING:  Dotty’s pool and the magical world of “Calafia-land”! 
AT RISE: The company gathers upstage of the set drop; MISTY 

RAINS, a cloud, enters, drinking from a bottle of water, 
and addresses the audience. 

 
MISTY 

Buenos dîas, muchachos.  Good morning!  Whoo! Sometimes a cloud 
needs a little moisture! In fact without it, I’d like totally evaporate! Do 
you know what that means? (Takes a few answers from the students) 
That’s right evaporate means to lose moisture or to cease to exist!  Whoa. 
That’s heavy. Good thing I’m so light! But hey, do you know what we 
need water for?  (a few more answers from the students: drinking, 
farming, washing, gardens, etc.).  Do you know how lucky we are that 
our state of California has had the great fortune of having a lot of super 
awesome water for all its many needs.  Today, I’d really like you to learn 
about the history of water in California ‘cause it’s like so mind blowing! 
And who better to be your narrator than me!  Do you know who I am?  
(hopefully, they’ll say she’s a cloud).  That’s right, I’m a super awesome 
cloud, stratocumulus to be exact, and my name is Misty Rains.   
 
And speaking of rain, who can tell me what a watershed is?  (some 
comments).  That’s good, it’s the area of land that catches rain and snow 
and where water flows downward into a specific river, stream, lake, or 
aquifer. It’s like a large bathtub with one drain.  Cool, right? All land is 
part of a watershed and we all live in the Dominguez Watershed, which 
covers 133 square miles of the South Bay.  There are 141 watersheds in 
California!  But if each watershed keeps its own water, how do we all get 
enough water to use in our homes?   
 

(DOTTY enters, with ZIPPY)  
 

DOTTY 
Or in our pools? 
 

MISTY 
Well, hello Dotty.  Children, Dotty is my sweet little friend. (Aside to 
audience) You know, her parents just separated, so she’s feeling kind of 
sad. Let’s try and cheer her up, by giving her a nice big, Hello! 
 

(Children say HI). 
 

(a little scared) DOTTY 
Say, hi to Zippy, too!  He’s my only friend.  (pointing to her floaty.) 
 

MISTY 
(Encouraging the students)  Hi Zippy!    Dotty, I’ll be with you in just a 
minute. 
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DOTTY 

 OK, I don’t want to bother you.  I’ll just be by the pool  
 

MISTY 
No, Dotty, you’re not bothering me. I just need to finish telling these 
kids something. So, where was I?  Oh yes, where do we get the water 
that we use?  It doesn’t rain a lot in Southern California. I know.  I’m a 
cloud.  But there’s a lot of water up north in the mountain areas, that’s 
where I was born, and it’s also where my rains become snow and stay 
that way ‘til it melts and flows down into our watersheds.  So, hey, let’s 
look at how you get your water, and what better way to learn about 
water than with Teatro Dominguez, our totally awesome theatre 
company of students from Dominguez Hills, and what better way to 
look at the history of water than with music!   
 

(The number starts with the video and music, with some 
actors/characters entering; DOTTY follows the story, but 
timidly; Video Images of Tongva are projected) 
 

(Singing) MISTY 
The Tongva got alongva 5,000 years ago 
Their people were the people of the Land 
They used to ride the sloughs to get themselves around 
And the water that they used  
Just ran and ran. 
The rivers were all free and the wetlands came to be 
A home for birds and fish and frogs and men. 

 
(Video Images of Missions - Mission Dam from Santa 
Barbara, images of aqueducts, etc. projected) 

 
CAST 

Then the Spanish came from across the ocean. They had big guns and 
horses and the natives thought they were gods! They claimed all the 
land for themselves and called it Alta California.  
 

MISTY & CAST 
The Spanish marched around 
Building missions, forts and towns 
They brought Friars who could spread 
The word of god 
And they changed the water too 
Building dams and channels through 
Irrigation systems that would feed their crops 
And the water now was tamed 
So it could grow the Friar’s grains  
Crops like corn and barley, wheat and peas and hops 
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(Video Images of Zanja Madre aqueduct) 
 

MISTY 
The Spanish also used Tongva to help to build the original aqueduct that 
brought water to the Pueblo de Los Angeles from the Los Angeles River, 
known as the Zanja Madre. 

(Video Images of The Gold Rush) 
 

CAST 
But then, everything changed when gold was discovered here, just after 
the area was taken over by the United States, and became our 31st state in 
1850. Thousands came here to seek their dreams 
 

(Miners: JOE, ED, and ABE come out and speak a rhythmic 
Eureka! under MISTY & CAST singin) 

 
MISTY & CAST 

Gold was the currency now 
Down by the river they found 
Pan for the sparkly stuff 
Shout when you’ve gathered enough 

 
MISTY 

The miners found lots of gold and the Gold Rush brought thousands of 
new people into California but no more water. 
 

(JOE, ED, and ABE exit. Video images of Eaton, 
Mulholland, and LA Aqueduct) 

 
MISTY 

So Frederick Eaton was the man! 
He built a dam! He built a dam! 
With Muholland he helped to shape the land 
They built pipes and aqueducts  
Dams and lots of other stuff 
And they did it all by running lots of scams 
And when the water came rushing dooooowwwn! 
Mulholland shouted “There it is!” 

 
(Video images of Central Valley aqueducts, maps, etc.) 

 
CAST 

“Come and take it!” Then, The Federal Government created the Central 
Valley Project in 1933 to store water in reservoirs. 
 

MISTY 
 That’s what reservoirs do: store water!  
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CAST 
They stored the water that came from water-rich Northern California 
and transported it to the dry Southern San Joaquin valley for irrigation.   
 

(Video images of Colorado River Aqueduct) 
 
And in 1924 William Mulholland conceived the Metropolitan Water 
District of Southern California which built 242 miles of siphons, open 
channels, and tunnels to bring water from Lake Havasu on the Colorado 
River to us; The CRA, or Colorado River Aqueduct is one of our primary 
sources of drinking water, and more than 2/3 of Californians receive 
water from the SWP, or State Water Project.    
 

(Video images of California Aqueduct) 
 

CAST 
The SWP brings water to you and me 
From the Tehachapi Mountains we bring it down 
The largest water lift around 
Is the state’s big shining crown 
Irrigation, sanitation, for the towns 
Through the pipes and o’er the hills 
The water’s forceful will  
Was restrained by men and women just like you 
Now’s there’s water all around 
Pools and baths: it does abound 
Aren’t we lucky? Yes, we are the lucky few! 
Thank you Friar! Thank you Frank! 
Mullholland we must thank  
For our growing city never thirst’s because of you 

 
(Video Images of Healthy So Cal Water Uses) 

 
DOTTY 

Time for a dip! That’ll cheer me up! 
 

DOTTY & MISTY 
Oh, Mullholland he is great 
Let the waters wash o’er our state 
Water, water all around 
Hooray for yoooooouuuu! 

 
(DOTTY jumps into the pool with ZIPPY around her waist.) 

 
DOTTY 

Yippeee!  
 

(DOTTY begins falling through the height of the pool. She 
is actually being suspended by two actors and the actress 
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pretends to be mid-air. She realizes that something is 
wrong. Actors bring a large turquoise sheet that has a pool 
drain painted on it in the middle and is black on the back.) 

 
DOTTY 

Oh, no! Zippy! Where’s the waaaaattttteeer?!!! 
 

(She falls through the drain—a hole in the sheet--her arms 
and legs akimbo as she gets sucked through the hole in the 
pool. Actors turn the sheet over and place it behind her so 
that it looks as though she is falling into blackness. DOTTY 
continues to scream. Then the actors take the sheet and 
swirl it around her. Strange sounds are heard and we see a 
Bull dressed as a Friar and an owl seemingly caught in the 
whirlwind as well. They rush around the stage and behind 
the black sheet. We hear a thud and the sheet drops and 
disappears. We see DOTTY now in the arms of ZIPPY who 
has been transformed into a person/snail. They sit on a 
large pile of something that looks like cloths) 

 
DOTTY 

Whoo! That was a close one. 
 

ZIPPY 
Yeah, for second I thought my head might explode! 
 

DOTTY 
Yeah. Me, too. Thanks for catch— 
 

(DOTTY pauses for a moment in shock. She looks at ZIPPY 
who has totally been transformed.)  

 
Zippy! What happened to you?! 
 

ZIPPY 
Well, I don’t know. We were jumping into the pool and then— 
 

DOTTY 
No, no, no, not that! You can talk! 
 

ZIPPY 
Well, of course I can---(realizing it too, now) I can talk! (ZIPPY stands 
and checks out his new body) AND I have legs! And, and ARMS! Look 
at these things! How funny. They just flop around like that. How do you 
guys use these things?--- 
 

(interrupting) DOTTY 
Zippy, how did this happen to you? 
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ZIPPY 
Well…I don’t know. But now that I can talk, there a few things I’ve been 
meaning to speak with you about. Like for instance, I really don’t 
appreciate it when you deflate me. You know? I mean, how would YOU 
feel? All the air goes out of you and you just feel flat, and useless, and all 
you wanna do is watch Oprah all day. Do you know what I mean? And 
by the way, your parents! OMG, it’s just terr-- 

 
DOTTY 

Zippy! 
 

ZIPPY 
What? 
 

DOTTY 
We’ve got bigger problems now than my parents separating! 
 

ZIPPY 
Oh, yeah! So, where are we? 
 

(Suddenly the pile of cloth that DOTTY is sitting on begins 
to move and shake and…speak??) 

 
FRAY CRESPI TORO 

Ayyy Carumba! Ayyyyy! 
 

(FRAY CRESPI TORO begins to stand, forcing DOTTY to 
her feet.  She was not sitting on a pile of cloths! She was 
sitting on FRAY CRESPI TORO and ZANJANERA 
LUPITA) 

 
FRAY CRESPI TORO 

Mi espalda…mi espalda dolorida! ¿Por qué sucede esto? Cada vez que 
tengo que caminar hasta la letrina algo molesto se interpone en mi 
camino. (looking at DOTTY) Quien es usted? 

 
DOTTY 

Huh? 
 

FRAY CRESPI TORO 
Quien es usted?!! 
 

DOTTY 
I’m sorry. I don’t speak…cow? 
 

FRAY CRESPI TORO 
I am no cow! I am a bull! Fray Crespi Toro and WHO are you? 
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(scared) DOTTY 
Oh! Excuse me, sir, I mean, Mister Flay Crispy Cream! I’m Dotty and 
this is my floaty, Zippy.  
 

FRAY CRESPI 
Your…floaty? 
 

DOTTY 
My friend. I mean, my friend. 
 

 
(gleefully introducing himself)ZIPPY 

Hello, Mr. Crispy! 
 
 

(correcting him)FRAY CRESPI 
Crespi. 
 

 (ZIPPY shakes his hand, then turns to ZANJANERA) 
 

 ZIPPY 
And hello, Mr….? 
 

ZANJANERA LUPITA 
Mister!? I take offense! I, Mr.Zippy, am a lady. An Eagle Owl Lady. I’m a 
Zanjanera! 
 

ZIPPY 
A Zapaterra? Well, that sounds like an important job! 
 

DOTTY 
Yeah, do you work for Mr. Crispy? 
 

FRAY 
Crespi! FRAY CRESPI! 
 

(trembling) DOTTY 
Oh, I’m so sorry, Fray Crespi. So, do you work for him? 

 
ZANJANERA LUPITA 

Why no. I work for the Zanja Madre. 
 

ZIPPY 
Zanja Madre? What’s that? 
 

FRAY CRESPI 
It is the original aqueduct we built to bring water to the Pueblo de Los 
Angeles to feed our crops and to quench our thirst. 
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DOTTY 
How did you do that? 
 

FRAY CRESPI 
With the help of the Gabrielino Indians like Lupita. 
 

ZANJANERA LUPITA 
You mean, the Tongva, Fray Crespi.  After Fray Junipero Sera built the 
San Gabriel Mission in 1771, they called us Gabrielinos, but my people, 
the Tongva, built the irrigation ditches so that we could use the waters 
of the Los Angeles River. 

 
FRAY CRESPI 

Which I named in 1769  El Río de Nuestra Señora La Reina de Los Ángeles de 
Porciúncula. 
 

ZANJANERA LUPITA 
Exactamente! And it is my job to tend the Zanja! I make sure its walls are 
strong and it is flowing smoothly, but alas, it has dried up. (She weeps 
quietly) 
 

FRAY CRESPI 
Yes, come look.  
 

(FRAY shows some channels that once irrigated his crops)  
 
You see these ditches here? 

 
DOTTY 

Yes, what are they? 
 

FRAY CRESPI 
They are channels that bring the water from the Zanja Madre to my 
crops here so that they grow big and strong. 

 
ZIPPY 

Excuse, me, Fray, but I don’t see any water in there, just dirt. 
 

ZANJANERA LUPITA 
Exactamente! There is no water! (She weeps a bit louder) 
 

DOTTY 
There’s no water where we live either! 
 

ZANJANERA 
Ayyyy! AYYY! AYYYYYYYY! 
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ZIPPY 
Yeah, we were going to go swimming to cheer up Dotty here and then 
we jumped and then whoosh! No Water! 
 

FRAY CRESPI 
It has all dried up! Even in your land?! Where did it go? Yo no sea! Pero 
all we have left is this one bucket!  
 

(CRESPI grabs a bucket and shows it to her; Just then we 
hear a commotion off-stage and three miners enter – JOE, 
an Armadillo, ED, a Weasel, and ABE, a Skunk. They are 
dressed like 49er’s and carry pans for panning for gold. 
They come on grumbling) 

 
ABE 

Hey! Hey you over there! 
 

FRAY CRESPI 
Si, Senor! How can we help you? You look like weary travelers. 
 

ED 
We’re not weary travelers! We’re prospectors! 
 

JOE 
Yup. 
 

FRAY CRESPI 
Ah, yes! Gold hunters! 

 
JOE 

Yup. 
 

ABE 
We’ve been panning for gold for weeks now and ain’t found a thing. 
 

ED 
And now there ain’t no water neither! 
 
 

ABE 
Ain’t no way to look for gold without water, so, say, you guys wouldn’t 
happen to have some? 
 

FRAY CRESPI 
What? Gold? 
 

ED 
No! Water! 
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FRAY CRESPI 
Well, Senor, our water has dried up as well. You see all my irrigation 
channels are dry. No water. 
 

(The three miners look into the ditch) 
 

JOE 
Nope. 
 

ZANJANERA LUPITA 
We have nothing left of our beautiful Zanja Madre except this small 
bucket. (She whimpers) 
 

ABE 
Bucket? 
 

ZANJANERA LUPITA 
Yes, no more of her long winding waterways, or cool lapping currents, 
my madre is gone!  
 

(She moves to weep dramatically and not thinking hands 
the bucket to ED, who looks in and sees water.) 

 
ED 

A bucket! 
 

 (looking too) ABE 
Of water! 
 

(stoically) JOE 
Hooray. (blows on a party noisemaker) 
 

 
ABE 

Now, Ed, that water is for all of us to share. 
 

ED 
I don’t see how that is since I’m the one holdin’ it.  
 

ABE 
Now, you see here, we wouldn’t be here if it weren’t for me! 
 

ED 
Well, we wouldn’t have this bucket of water if it weren’t for me!  
 

(They begin to fight over the bucket, chasing, grabbing, 
until finally it is tossed over the audience. But confetti.) 
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JOE 
Whoops. 
 

ABE 
Now, gosh darn it, Ed, look what ya’ done! 
 

ED 
I done! I didn’t do anything. 
 

(We hear FRAY CRESPI simmering in the background. He 
is very angry that the miners have spilt their only bucket of 
water. He rushes towards them like a bull seeing red) 

 
FRAY CRESPI 

Idiotas! Babosos! You spilled all the water we had! Now what will we 
do! (The three miners cower in fear) Leave here! Vamanos! (They run 
off) And don’t come back! 
 

(ZANJANERA picks up the bucket and holds it like a baby) 
 

ZANJANERA LUPITA 
My, poor, poor, agua linda! What have they done to you! What have 
they dooooonnne!  
 

(LUPITA weeps again and crosses upstage to exit) 
 

DOTTY 
Fray Crespi, what will you do?! 
 

    ZIPPY 
Yes, how will you feed your crops and have water to drink? 
 

    (defeated)FRAY CRESPI 
Yo no sea. I don’t know.   
 
    DOTTY 
I know how that feels. My parents just separated and I don’t know what 
to do about that either. It makes me sad. 
 
    FRAY CRESPI 
Do you know what makes me feel better when I am sad? 
 
    DOTTY 
What? 
 
    FRAY CRESPI 
Helping others. It is why I am a Friar. (beat) Would you like to help us, 
Dotty? 
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DOTTY 
Me? I’m just one little girl with …. 
 

FRAY CRESPI 
…..one green…funny thing.  Sure.  But, you’re here because there’s no 
water where you’re from and I have no water here, so maybe we can 
work together? 

 
ZIPPY 

Yeah! Maybe the water all went to the same place! 
 

DOTTY 
I’d like to help you Fray Crespi, but I don’t know how.  I’m so small and 
Zippy, well, to be truthful, I’m pretty sure he’s full of hot air! 

 
FRAY CRESPI 

Well, mijita, sometimes small can be quick and brave and sometimes hot 
air rises! Listen, go visit my two compadres, Callie and Homie. If there is 
water left anywhere, it would be at the Dominguez Watershed, and they 
both know a lot about it. If their water is gone, too, they might know 
where it is. Por Favor, just this one little favor for me? 
 

DOTTY 
OK, Fray Crespi. We’ll give it our best.  We’ll try not to let you down! 
 

FRAY CRESPI 
Thank you, Dotty.  You’ll see.  Helping others helps you! 
 

(CRESPI exits with DOTTY and ZIPPY waving bye, while 
MISTY brings in HOMIE and CALLI, who flutters about) 
 

ZIPPY 
What did he mean by that? 
 

DOTTY 
I’m not sure. 

 
MISTY 

Hey Dotty.  Over here.  Say Hi to Homie! 
 

HOMIE 
‘Sup?   
 

DOTTY 
Hi.  This is Zippy. 
 

ZIPPY 
You’re a frog! 
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HOMIE 
Yeah, so? 
 

MISTY 
Not just any frog.  Homie is a Pacific Tree Frog, and he lives here in The 
Dominguez Watershed.  
 

HOMIE 
We locals call it the Dominguez Slough, ese. 

 
MISTY 

He can change color from green, to brown, to red, or black, depending 
on where he is.   

 
HOMIE 

I like to blend in so that those snakes and raccoons can’t see me and eat 
me, but it also makes it easy to sneak up on some tasty insects. 

 
DOTTY 

Eeeuuuu! 
 

HOMIE 
Simon wey, that’s life on the Food Chain!   
 

DOTTY 
Well, Fr. Crespi said you and your friend could help us…is she ok? 
 

HOMIE 
Oh yeah.  Calli is just doing her dust bath.  She flutters her wings to 
create a huge cloud of dust.  She and her friends have dust parties too!  
Que Chido! 

MISTY 
But don’t say the word (whispering) “California” around her!   

 
DOTTY 

Why not?   
 

HOMIE 
Just don’t ok?  She’s the state bird of (whispering) California, so she likes 
to tell everybody about the state.  She’s very proud.   Hey Calli, come 
say hello.  This is Dotty and Zippy. 
 

(Very excited)  CALLI 
Hello.  So glad to meet you! 
 

ZIPPY 
What kind of a bird are you? 
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CALLI 
I’m a quail.  I’m known for my curving plume, and my plump, but 
attractive, shape, so yes, I live on the ground.  Hey, do you know how 
hard it is to fly?  Sheesh!   
 

DOTTY 
Calli, do you or Homie know where the water went?  Fr. Crespi wants to 
know. 
 

ZIPPY 
Yes, it seems like there’s no water anywhere in California, either. 
 

CALLI 
California!  I’m the State Bird of California! 
 

HOMIE 
No Manches! 
 

MISTY 
I’m out of here.  (Exits quickly) 
 

(speaking quickly) CALLI 
Did you know that California is the most populous state, with 38 Million 
people.  It was first settled by various Native American tribes, then by 
European in the 16th and 17th centuries.  It was claimed by the Spanish 
Empire as part of Alta California, then became a part of Mexico in 1821, 
but was ceded to the United States in 1848 after the Mexican–American 
War. It was admitted as the 31st state on September 9, 1850.   It’s famous 
for its four major regions of geography: mountain ranges of the Sierra 
Nevada, beaches along the Pacific coast, the huge Central Valley, and 
the Mojave Desert areas.   
 

ZIPPY 
Help!  How do we stop her? 
 

CALLI 
California contains both the highest point (Mount Whitney) and the 
lowest point (Death Valley), in the contiguous United States. 
 

HOMIE 
Pull on her plume, ese! 
 

CALLI 
Earthquakes are common because of the state's location along the Pacific 
Ring of Fire. About 37,000 earthquakes are recorded each year; 
 

(They get close to CALLI) 
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At least half of the fruit produced in the United States is now grown in 
California, and the state also leads in the production of vegetables. The 
state's economy includes aerospace, education, manufacturing, and 
high-tech industries ……. 
 

(DOTTY pulls on CALLI’s plume; she stops; CALLI is 
dizzy) 

 
HOMIE 

Orale, Dotty.  That was informative!   
 

DOTTY 
It was, but we still need your help to find water.  I don’t want to let 
down Fray Crespi. 
 

HOMIE 
Well you came to the right place.  The Dominguez Slough was a major 
wetland that covered 400 acres of the South Bay.   
 

CALLI 
Yes, the Tongva were able to commute by canoe, not car, around much 
of the South Bay.   

 
 

HOMIE 
Our watershed offered a peaceful, and beautiful home to all kinds of 
birds, and fish, and insects.  Mira wey, I’m getting hungry! 
 

DOTTY 
But where is the water now, Homie? 
 

HOMIE 
Bad news, kiddo!  96% of the Slough is now covered with concrete and 
man-made structures.  All that’s left is the Gardena Willows Wetland 
Preserve, a 13 acre site that can show you today what this unique natural 
habitat once looked like. 
 

CALLI 
Of course, there’s also this small puddle right here. 
 

(ED, ABE and JOE enter, running over to the puddle, 
holding their dirty hands out in front of them) 

 
ED, ABE and JOE 

Where?  Where is it? 
 

 
DOTTY 

Oh, no! It’s those guys again!  
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(She hides behind ZIPPY) 

 
ZIPPY 

Hey, what are you doing? 
 

ED 
We need that water to wash off our dirty hands. 
 

HOMIE 
Get away you dirty 49ers!   
 

(from behind ZIPPY)DOTTY 
Yeah! You’ll pollute the little water they have left. 
 

ABE 
Sorry, we don’t care about that stuff. 

 
DOTTY 

But you should.  You should care about the quality of our water. It’s not 
nice what you’re doing! 

 
ED 

We’re not here for nice, we’re here for the California Gold Rush! 
 

CALLI 
California!  I’m the State Bird of California! 
 

ABE 
Oh no, it’s that crazy Calli again! 

 
JOE 

Uh-oh. 
 

(speaking quickly) CALLI 
Did you know that the California Gold Rush started in 1848 when gold 
was found by James W. Marshall at Sutter’s Mill in Coloma.  
 

JOE 
Run!   
 

(JOE exits quickly, followed by the others; HOMIE goes 
over to CALLI to pull her plume) 

 
CALLI 

The news of gold made 300,000 people come to our state and led to 
dramatic social and demographic change.  At first, loose gold and gold 
nuggets could be picked up off the ground. Later, gold was recovered 
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from streams and riverbeds using simple techniques, such as panning 
(stops). 
 

DOTTY 
Thank you, Homie.  And thank you, Calli.  Those 49ers are scary!   
 

HOMIE 
Well, you stood up to them. Eso que ni que. 
 

(surprised at herself) DOTTY 
Yeah. I did. 
 

ZIPPY 
And you’ve got a smile on your face! 
   

(DOTTY smiles broadly) 
 

HOMIE 
 I’m just sorry we can’t help you find out where the water went.   
 

CALLI 
Maybe they should go up to see Dulce, Homie? 
 

DOTTY 
Who’s that?  I hope not another 49er! 
 

HOMIE 
Dulce is the great water spirit who lived high on a mountain in the Lake 
of Hope, long before the Tongva came here.  She’s very sacred to the 
land and the water of Cal ….uh,  our state. 
 

CALLI 
But you would need a cloud to get up to the Lake of Hope. 
 

DOTTY 
Hmmm.  Don’t know any clouds. 
 

(MISTY pops her head in, excited to hear) 
 

ZIPPY 
Yeah, where can we come across a cloud? 
 

MISTY 
I’m a cloud.  I’m a cloud!  I can take you up to meet Dulce!  No problem! 
 

HOMIE 
Excellent!  That’ll be great, Misty.  Thanks.  Now I gotta get back home. 
Mmmmmm 
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ZIPPY 
Hey, is that why you are named Homie?   

 
HOMIE 

Yep, I can find my pond even if you took me a mile away from it.   
 

MISTY 
Well, we’ve got to go.  See you later, Homie.  Thanks for the info, Calli! 
 

CALLI 
Bye now!  Remember the State Bird of ….. 
 

DOTTY 
Step on it, Misty, let’s get out of here! 
 

(DOTTY and ZIPPY climb aboard MISTY.) 
 

MISTY 
Hold on!  Here we go!   
 

(They ascend through the air and fly over Calafia-Land.  
Music and Images accompany.) 

 
ZIPPY 

Wow, this is great.  We’re up in the clouds! 
 

DOTTY 
Hey, look down there guys! All the streams and lakes have dried up. 

 
ZIPPY 

That looks very scary.   
 

DOTTY 
Yes, if there’s no water then animals like Homie and Calli might become 
endangered. 
 

ZIPPY 
What does that mean?  
 

MISTY 
It means that Pacific tree frogs and California Quails might go extinct 
and die off. 
 

DOTTY 
That’s so sad.  How can we bring the water back?  I mean, where does 
water come from anyways? 
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MISTY 
Well, thousands of years ago scientists think that comets, which are 
basically like totally big space snowballs, hit the Earth and brought 
water here. All of the water that landed on earth all those millions of 
years ago is all the water that has ever been here and will ever be here. 

 
DOTTY 

Wait…Does that mean that I could be drinking water that a cave man 
drank? 
 

ZIPPY 
Wait, wait! Or that a Pharaoh took a bath in???!! 
 

MISTY 
Yes! The water on Earth continually recycles itself in a process called the 
Water Cycle. It is a journey that water has made from earth to air to 
streams, lakes and oceans for millions of years. 
 

ZIPPY 
That’s blowing my little snail mind! 
 

MISTY 
But water is a totally non-renewable resource that means that we can’t 
make more of it once it’s gone. That’s super bad because humans have 
begun adding pollutants into the water that cannot be filtered out by the 
natural process of the water cycle, making it undrinkable and for many 
years residents of California as well as other places have not used their 
water wisely as they should. 
 

DOTTY 
 Well, we have to find a way to help! There has to be a way that we can 
save our water, clean it of pollutants and use it more wisely. 
 

MISTY 
There is. (MISTY lands and a mystical sound) And Dulce is just the spirit 
to tell you how. My friends, may I introduce you to, Dulce. 
 

(DULCE appears, a radiant mermaid figure draped in a 
watery cape that surrounds her like a mountain.) 

 
DULCE 

Welcome, my friends. Dotty, Zippy, I am so glad you have made it here. 
 

DOTTY 
We are, too! Madame Dulce, your magicalness, we are here because all 
of the water has disappeared from Calafia-Land and also, all the water is 
gone from my land as well, Los Angeles in California.  
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ZIPPY 
And most of the water that’s left is polluted! 
 

DOTTY 
And there are a lot of animals that are really suffering. 

 
DULCE 

My friends, it is true the water in my land and in yours is gone and what 
is left is dirty. It is a terrible crisis that we all must solve together. It is 
why I have brought you here. 
 

DOTTY 
What? You brought us here? 

 
ZIPPY 

You! You were the one who made the pool go swwwooozzzhhh and 
then we went ‘aaaahhhhh’ and then, you know, I caught Dotty and she 
was like ‘wow, you can talk’ and I was like’ yeah, I have arms and stuff’ 
and she was like— 
 

(interrupting) DOTTY 
She gets the point, Zippy. 
 

DULCE 
Yes. 
 

ZIPPY & DOTTY 
Whoah. 
 

DULCE 
I brought you both here because you are the only ones that can bring 
back the water and make sure that it is healthy and clean for years to 
come. 
 

DOTTY 
Us? But, Dulce, I’m just a small girl! 
 

ZIPPY 
And I’m just a floatation device full of hot air! 

 
DULCE 

Remember what Fray Crespi said? Sometimes small is quick and brave 
and sometimes hot air rises. On your journey here you learned many 
things about the water in California, did you not? 
 

DOTTY 
Yes! We learned all kinds of things! 
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ZIPPY 
Like we drink Pharaoh’s bath water! 
 

DOTTY 
And other things, too, like that water is a non-renewable resource. 
 

DULCE 
Yes, you also learned to stand up for what’s right. 
 

DOTTY 
What? 
 

DULCE 
When the miners came, you stood up to them. You let your knowledge 
give you strength and you defended what was right. 
 

ZIPPY 
Yes, you did, Dotty and you made this flotation device proud! 
 

DULCE  
I brought you both here to learn about the value of water and its history, 
and to learn that through the power of your knowledge you can bring 
the water back to our land and to yours. 
  

DOTTY 
Dulce, we did learn lots of things about how important water is and how 
we have used it differently throughout time, but I still don’t know what 
I can do to use less water or to make sure that it stays clean and healthy? 
 

DULCE 
That’s a very good point, Dotty. Maybe some of our 4th grade friends 
know. Perhaps you should ask them. 
 

DOTTY 
That’s a good idea! (to the students) Hey guys, do any of you know how 
to save water at home? (get some answers from students) Wow, those 
are really great ideas! 

 
MISTY 

They are! Here are some other suggestions:  
 

(Video images of Saving Water are projected.)  
 
Make sure to turn off water when you’re not using it. This means while 
you’re brushing your teeth, washing your face or hands, or helping 
mom with the dishes! A running faucet can waste 2-3 gallons of water in 
a minute. Try flushing the toilet less.  I know it sounds weird, but our 
toilets are one of the largest users or water in our homes. Flushing the 
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toilet half as much as you would can save up to a 100 gallons of water a 
day!  And leaky faucets and long showers waste a lot of water, too. 

 
DULCE 

Also, make sure your trash goes into a trash can. Trash left on the street 
finds its way into sewers and those sewers lead directly to the ocean, 
which will bring more pollution to the sea animals there. 

 
DOTTY 

And finally, share these tips with others even if you’re small like me or 
green like Zippy. 
 

DULCE 
That’s right, Dotty! You’re most powerful weapon is knowledge that 
you share! And now, my dear Dotty and Zippy, it is time for you to 
return home. You have learned all that you need to know to bring the 
water home. Come stand with me in the Lake of Hope. 
 

(DOTTY and ZIPPY go to her. They stand to her left and 
right.) 

 
ZIPPY 

Bye, Misty! It was nice meeting you! Come visit us in California some 
time! 
 

(DULCE begins her Incantation that will cause the waters in 
her lake to rise and send DOTTY and ZIPPY home) 

 
DULCE 

Let the waters rise 
And swirl around 
For knowledge by  
These two is found— 

 
(Just then the miners re-enter in a commotion.) 

 
ABE 

Hey, look, guys! Water! 
 

ED 
Finally! I’m so hot and— 
 

JOE 
Smelly. 
 

ED 
Hey! You’re one to talk! 
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ABE 
C’mon guys! Grab your buckets and let’s haul it all away! Eureka! 
 

(ED, JOE and ABE grab their buckets and begin in a head 
long dash to the Lake of Hope) 

 
DOTTY 

Waaaaaiiiiit! (the miners stop still in their tracks) Stop! This water isn’t 
here just for you! 
 

ABE 
It isn’t? 
 

DOTTY 
No. This water is for everyone! It’s for the plants that we grow and then 
eat. It’s for the animals that get fish out of its ponds and lakes and bathe 
in its streams. It’s for the cool glass of water that everyone needs on a 
hot summer day. 
 

ED 
I like cold water especially with ice! That’s why I’m gonna drink this 
lake here. 
 

DOTTY 
Wait! If you treat the water like it’s only yours or as though it’s not 
important or precious then there will be no more water for anyone. 

 
ABE 

You mean, no more water for bubble baths? 
 

ED 
Or pink lemonade? 

 
JOE 

Or Flowers? 
 

DOTTY 
No more water for anything and everything needs water to live. 
 

ABE 
Guys, I think we’ve been selfish.  
 

ED 
Yeah, I don’t want to ruin the water for everyone. 

 
JOE 

Nope. 
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DOTTY 
Good! Good! I’m so glad! Hey, Dulce, I shared my knowledge. I used my 
power! I did it! I’m so happy! (She is so excited and Zippy is, too that 
they begin to jump around and hug everyone in sight. They hug ABE 
and JOE and ED and DULCE and everyone ends up in a big hug clump 
center stage, as they are all hugging, DULCE throws her watery cape 
over them and we watch as the cape twists and turns gurgles and waves 
like a pool of water. It spins and spins ejecting all the characters of 
Calafia-Land and when the cape is lifted, the only person left on stage is 
DOTTY with her trusty ZIPPY around her waist. She looks around for 
her friends, but they are nowhere to be found. ) 
 

DOTTY 
(calling out) Dulce? Misty? Where is everybody? (she looks down at 
ZIPPY around her waist) I guess it was all just a dream, Zippy. 
 

(DOTTY looks into her pool, disappointed.  Her mother 
calls to her.) 

 
(offstage) MOM 

Dotty! Dotty, it’s time to come in! Time for lunch!  Dotty? Do you hear 
me calling you? 

 
DOTTY 

Ok, mom. I’ll be in in a second. 
 

MOM 
Ok, well don’t take too long. It’s hot out there. 

 
(still looking into the pool) DOTTY 

It felt so real. 
 

(We hear a mystical sound and suddenly behind one of the 
drapes, as if they are in the water, we see puppets of 
HOMIE, CALLIE & DULCE) 

 
HOMIE 

Hey, Dotty!  
 

CALLIE 
Hi! Wow, California’s looking great! 
 

DOTTY 
Calli! Homie! Dulce! It wasn’t a dream! I really was brave! I really did 
save the water! 
 

DULCE 
Yes, you did! But you’re work is not done, Dotty! It’s only beginning! 
Buena Suerte, Dotty! Stay brave and don’t forget to use your power! 
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DOTTY 

Power?  Yes, I think you’re right, Dulce.  It’s like Fray Crespi told us: 
Help others and you help yourself!  I might be sad about my parents but 
that’s ok, because I’m brave and I can help others. Helping others and 
saving the planet’s water makes me feel a little better, and I believe that 
things can get better. You know, I think I’m growing up. 
 

(Smiling, DOTTY is empowered and excited. Running into 
the house)  

 
DOTTY 

Mom! Mom! I have something to tell you about our toilets! 
 

(She disappears behind the drop and the puppets do as 
well) 

 
End of Play 

 
 


